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John Mather at the NGST booth, AAS Winter Meeting, 1999
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In the waning days of the Large Mission Concept Studies, the N E W  G R E AT  O B S E RVAT O R I E S  community coalition
W W W . G R E A T O B S E R V A T O R I E S . O R Gwas founded by the LUVOIR, Lynx, HabEx, & Origins teams.   

Our mission to inspire and grow a grassroots community to advocate for a fleet of GREAT OBSERVATORIES amongst stakeholders, 
policymakers, and the global public. 

Now more than 300 members strong, the movement is supported by six U.S. Senators, Members of Congress, key personnel at the 
White House, and an inclusive team of leaders across academia and industry. We are forging new partnerships to align community 
incentives in pursuit of a new epoch of cosmic discovery. 
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“[the GOMaP is partly intended to] ensure the needed cadence for 
panchromatic capabilities”

Direct quotes from Astro2020, pages 1—18, citing the Great Observatories SAG Report
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“overlapping or near-simultaneous wavelength coverage is 
particularly impactful”
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An approved Cross-PAG SAG on scientific advances enabled by a fleet of future 
Great Observatories

We are now soliciting a broad and inclusive slate of community participants including in 
SAG leadership roles. We hope to start work this winter. 
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To what degree can the Key Science Questions from Astro2020 be advanced by flight of 
current, imminent, and future IR/O/UV, X-ray, and FIR Great Observatories? What discoveries 
in the Astro2020 priority areas might uniquely be made possible by coordinated use of X-ray 
through FIR space observatories using powerful and varied instruments? How might gaps be 
closed by the notional future multi-scale and multi wavelength portfolio, including future 
explorers and probes? 

In the scenario that any or all of these missions not be launched, or if any should not see 
contemporaneous flight with one another, what are the corresponding scientific impacts with 
regards to loss of discovery space or inability of the community to address the priority areas of 
Astro2020? 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sk4u-MUHcvVKp3GstiOawX9bYclaSqdrTI4dPryK4EQ/edit?usp=sharing
http://WWW.GREATOBSERVATORIES.ORG/SAG
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